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MEDIA RELEASE – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Spreading the Vaccination Message – with a little help from our friends 

WentWest, the Western Sydney Primary Health Network, is supporting over 230 general practices 
across the region to vaccinate over 100,000 people per week. This capacity continues to grow as 
supply becomes increasingly available, and WentWest partners with practices to increase 
administration and nursing support in areas with lower-than-average vaccination rates, which a high 
proportion of vulnerable people call home. 

“The key to driving vaccination rates up is confidence and trust, ensuring people’s questions and 
concerns are heard and answered in relation to COVID-19 Vaccinations,” said Jane Assange, Director, 
Primary Care Transformation & Integration at WentWest.  

“It is the trusting relationship people have with their General Practitioner, Aboriginal Community 
Controlled Health Organisations (ACCHO), community leaders, friends and family which makes the 
difference. We need to engage people where they live and tailor our support with an understanding 
of how different communities prefer to be engaged. This is at the heart of everything we do.”  

WentWest is providing multi-lingual fact sheets, videos, and a range of other resources to the 350 
general practices, 100 NGOs, 300 community pharmacies, Aboriginal Medical Services, Local 
Councils, Churches, Mosques, schools, social services. There are open lines of communication and 
engagement with the 64 Residential Aged Care Facilities (RACFs), 300 disability group homes and 
many out of home care providers.  

“We are so grateful for WentWest’s support in organising access to vaccination for many of the 
vulnerable children in our care,” said Lisa Charet, Executive Director, Department of Communities 
and Justice.   

“Many of them have experienced trauma and struggle with various mental and physical health 
challenges – knowing that they are as safe as they can be because they have got the jab is a huge 
relief for their families and our service.” 

The vaccination rates in the Blacktown LGA have seen a sharp increase in the last month. Last week 
more jabs were administered in Blacktown than any other LGA in Australia. Despite this, vaccination 
rates in Western Sydney still lag those in Sydney’s east and north, and much more needs to be done 
to reach the most vulnerable in our community.  
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WentWest remains focused on community partnership, engagement and getting the word out 
through its #getthejab campaign, which hit new heights this past week. Look up, and you might see 
one of our new Billboards across Western Sydney, thanks to our fabulous partner JCDecaux 
Australia.  

These billboards will complement the many activities underway with our partners and help get the 
COVID-19 Vaccination message out – running now in Chinese, Vietnamese, Hindi and Arabic. 

“We are thrilled to be working with such a passionate, community-focused organisation on such a 
great cause,” said Tess Phillips, Executive GM, Government Relations & Corporate Affairs, JCDecaux 
Australia.  

It is such a fantastic feeling to use the power of Out of Home to help get such an important message 
from WentWest into Western Sydney. Our commitment to informing and supporting the community 
during this tough time has only grown, and we look forward to future collaborations with the 
dedicated WentWest team”. 

“Getting the word out about the importance of everybody being vaccinated has never been more 
crucial for the communities of Western Sydney,” said Ray Messom, CEO of WentWest. 

“WentWest is so grateful to JCDecaux Australia for donating these signs and Tess’s team, who turned 
this ambition into action and impact. 

We’re all in this together, and this important initiative demonstrates how new and innovative 
partnerships are emerging in the COVID-19 battle. As always, WentWest will continue to find new 
ways to support the wonderful people of Western Sydney.”  
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